
Achievement Cycle Overview Curriculum: GEOGRAPHY v2

Year AC1 Skills and Human Environments AC2 Physical Processes and Hazards AC3 Development and Interdependence AC4 – Living Environments and Resources

7

Topic Overview:

Geographical mastery and local environments.
Introduction to geographical basic skills and the local 

environment (Ilkeston).
Fieldwork- Lake environmental quality 

investigation
NC links:
skills/fieldwork/population/urbanisation/economic 

activity
GCSE Links: 3.2.1/3.2.2 

Topic Overview:

Physical Processes– River and Weather and 
Climate

Rivers processes and landforms and weather and 
climate

Fieldwork- Infiltration rates/Microclimates
NC links: 

hydrology/weather and climate/fieldwork

GCSE Links:  3.1.3.1/3.1.3.3

Topic Overview:

Development and Interdependence – Global 
Inequalities

Introduction to global inequalities and development 
issues.

NC links:
population/development/economic activity

GCSE Links: : 3.2.2 

Topic Overview:

Living World and Resource Management –
Tropical Rainforest

The opportunities and challenges within tropical 
rainforests

NC links:
soil/climate/natural resources

GCSE Links: 3.1.2.1/3.1.2.2

8

Topic Overview:

Geographical mastery and regional  
environments.

Introduction to geographical advanced skills and the 
regional environment (Nottingham).

Fieldwork- Safe routes to school
NC links:
skills/fieldwork/population/urbanisation/economic 

activity

GCSE Links:/3.2.2 

Topic Overview:

Physical Processes– Tectonic Hazards and Coastal 
Environments

Tectonic Hazards and coastal processes and  landforms.

NC links: 
weather and climate/geological 

timescales/rocks/tectonics

GCSE Links: 3.1.1.1/3.1.1.2/3.1.3.2

Topic Overview:

Development and Interdependence – Mali

Opportunities and challenges faced by a LIC.

NC links: 
Africa/population/development/economic 

activity/urbanisation

GCSE Links: : 3.2.2 

Topic Overview:

Living World and Resource Management –
Desert Environments

The opportunities and challenges within desert 
environments. 

NC links: 
Africa region/soils/climate/natural resources/hot 

deserts

GCSE Links: 3.1.2.1/3.1.2.3

9

Topic Overview:

Geographical mastery and national 
environments.

Introduction to geographical advanced skills and the 
national environment (London).

Fieldwork- Environmental Quality transect
NC links: 

skills/population/urbanisation/economic 
activity/fieldwork

GCSE Links: 3.2.1/3.2.2 

Topic Overview:

Physical Processes–Weather Hazards and
Glacial Environments

Climate hazards and glacial landforms and processes.

NC links: 
climate change/glaciation

GCSE Links: 3.1.1.1/3.1.1.3/3.1.1.4/3.1.3.4

Topic Overview:

Development and Interdependence –
China

Opportunities and challenges faced by a NEE.

NC links: 
Asia/population/development/urbanisation/economi

c activity
GCSE Links: : 3.2.2 

Topic Overview:

Living World and Resource Management –
Polar Environments (Antarctica)

The opportunities and challenges faced by polar 
environments. 

Fieldwork- Soil analysis and comparison
NC links:

Russia/soils/climate/natural resources/polar 
regions/fieldwork

GCSE Links: 3.1.2.1/3.1.2.4

10

Topic Overview:

Urban Issues and Challenges
Opportunities and challenges faced by HIC (London, 

UK) and NEE cities (Mumbai, India)
NC links:

Population/urbanisation/economic activity 

GCSE Links: 3.2.1

Topic Overview:

The Challenges of Natural Hazards
Weather and tectonic hazards

NC links: 
geological timescales/tectonics/rocks/climate 

change/weather and climate

GCSE Links: 3.1.1.1/3.1.1.2/3.1.1.3/3.1.1.4

Topic Overview:

Physical Landscapes in the UK- Rivers and 
Coasts

River and coastal processes, landforms and 
management.

NC links: 
Hydrology/coasts/rocks

GCSE Links: 3.1.2.4/3.1.3.2/3.1.3.3

Topic Overview:

The Challenge of Resource 
Management/Physical fieldwork 

Resource inequality and management, focus on 
food.

NC links: 
resources/development/economic activity 

GCSE Links: 3.2.3.1/3.2.3.2/3.3.2

11

Topic Overview:

The Changing Economic World/Human 
fieldwork

Development issues, social and economic change in a 
NEE (India), and economic change in the UK.

NC links:
development/population/urbanisation/economic 

activity/fieldwork

GCSE Links: 3.2.2/3.3.2

Topic Overview:

The living World

Ecosystems, tropical rainforest and cold environments.

NC links: 
soils/climate/polar regions/resources

GCSE Links: 3.1.2.1/3.1.2.2/3.1.2.4

Topic Overview:

Paper 3 Pre-release topic/Revision

Issues evaluation and fieldwork

NC links: 
fieldwork

GCSE Links: 3.3.1/3.3.2

Topic Overview:
Revision

NC links:

GCSE Links:


