
Year AC1 AC2 AC3 AC4

7
Britain

Topic Overview: Conflict and tension
Norman conquest of England
Including- fight for the throne, establishing control 
and the Normans and the Church- Monastic reform

NC links: The development of Church, state and 
society in Medieval Britain 1066-1509

GCSE Links: AQA Norman England
AQA Migration Empire and people

Topic Overview: Changing Britain
Tudor England
Including: Reformation of the Church under 
Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary and Elizabeth.
Life under the Tudors, Spanish Armanda,

NC links: The development of Church, state 
and society in Britain 1509-1745

GCSE Links: AQA Elizabethan England, 
A-Level link- OCR Early and later Tudors

Topic Overview: Power and the people
Medieval England
Including: The Crusades (Islamic world) , life in 
medieval England, Magna Carta, Thomas Becket 
and Henry II ,the black death, Peasants revolt. ,
NC links: The development of Church, state and 
society in Medieval Britain 1066-1509

GCSE Links: AQA Power and the people

Topic Overview: Revolutions:
The civil war, Cromwell (Puritanism). the 
American Revolution, Chartism & Peterloo

NC links: Ideas, political power, industry and 
empire: Britain, 1745-1901.
The development of Church, state and society 
in Britain 1509-1745

GCSE Links: AQA Migration Empire and people
AQA Elizabeth
AQA Power and the people

8
Britain 

and 
Europe

Topic Overview: Conflict and tension
Britain and WWI
Including causes of war- Empire & rivalry.
The first world war- Douglas Haig and the Somme.
Life at war
Peace settlement
Suffragettes

NC links: Challenges for Britain Europe and the 
wider world

GCSE Links: AQA Germany. AQA Cold War, AQA 
Health and the people.

Topic Overview: Changing Britain
Britain and the industrial revolution.
Political, social and economic 
impacts of the industrial revolution on England. EG-
Jobs, living conditions.

Local study- Development of Nottingham & 
Ilkeston case studies (from foundation to now)

NC links: Ideas, political power, industry and empire
: Britain, 1745-1901. Local Study, pre 1066 England

GCSE Links: AQA Norman 
England, Health and the people, Power and the 
people,

Topic Overview: Power and the people
Britain in the 20th Century.
Including: foundation of the NHS & Thatcher's 
England. Local study - miners strikes
Suffragettes, Jarrow Crusade

NC links: Challenges for Britain Europe and 
the wider world

GCSE Links: AQA Germany, AQA Cold war, 
Health and the people

Topic Overview: Revolutions
Depth Study
Russia- Revolution to collapse
Looking at how Russia changed from the rule of 
Tsar Nicolas, WW1 the revolutions of 1917, the 
rule of Lenin and Stalin. Then move to look at 
the Russian role in WW2 and the Cold war and 
the collapse of the USSR.

NC links: Challenges for Britain Europe and the 
wider world

GCSE Links: AQA Cold War, AQA Germany

A-Level link- OCR Russia 1892-1941

9
Wider 
world

Topic Overview: Conflict and tension

The interwar years and rise of the Nazis WW2 & the 
Holocaust.
Including- How did the Nazis come to power? 
Wall Street Crash, the Blitz, Pearl Harbour, The race 
to Berlin, Stalingrad VE Day, Yalta, Potsdam, 
Churchill, and the Atomic Bomb. Holocaust

NC links: Challenges for Britain Europe and the 
wider world

GCSE Links: AQA Germany, AQA Cold war.
AQA Migration Empire and people

A-Level link- OCR Russia 1892-1941

Topic Overview: Changing Britain
Depth study
Rise and decline of the British Empire

Module will look at the origins of Empire under 
Elizabeth, imperial rivalry (Napoleon & 
Waterloo?), British India, the Scramble for Africa, 
the Boer Wars, Relations with the colonial people, 
Joseph Chamberlin, Mau Mau risings & 
decolonisation (Suez crisis) and the legacy of 
empire End of WW2

NC links: Challenges for Britain Europe and the 
wider world

GCSE Links:, AQA Germany, Cold War, Health and 
the people. AQA Elizabethan England
AQA Migration Empire and people

A-Level link- Colonialism to independence- British 
Empire 1851- 1990

Topic Overview: Power and the people
Depth study
The USA
Module looking at the USA over time. From the 
British colonies to the civil rights movement.
Including- War of independence, Native 
Americans, expansion West, Manifest destiny, 
Mormons, living and settling the plains, gold 
miners and the frontier, Transcontinental railroad, 
Civil War, Roaring 20s, & Hungry thirties, 
prohibition, Vietnam and civil rights movement.

NC links: Challenges for Britain Europe and the 
wider world

GCSE Links: AQA Germany, Cold War
AQA Migration Empire and people
A-Level link- Colonialism to independence-
British Empire 1851- 1990

Topic Overview: Revolution
The birth of democracy in the ancient world.
The rise and fall of the Greek and Roman 
Empires.
• Greek city states and rivalries
• Philosophy
• Athens
• Democracy
• Warfare
• Expansion
• Warfare
• Empire
• Religious persecution
• Fall

NC links: Pre 1066

GCSE Links: AQA Power and the people

Achievement Cycle Overview: History KS3



10

Topic Overview:
Power and the people
Part one: Challenging authority and feudalism
Part two: Challenging royal authority

NC links:

GCSE Links: AQA Power and the people

Topic Overview:
Power and the people
Part three: Reform and reformers

NC links:

GCSE Links: AQA Power and the People
AQA Elizabethan England

Topic Overview:
Elizabethan England - Unit 1 - Elizabeth's court 
and Parliament
Elizabethan England: Unit 2-3
Life in Elizabethan England
Trouble at home and abroad

NC links:

GCSE Links: AQA Elizabethan England

Topic Overview:
Elizabethan England: Unit 3
Trouble at home and abroad

Site Investigation

Conflict and Tension: The interwar years 1918-
1939
Unit 1 

NC links:

GCSE Links: Conflict and tension 1918-1939

11

Topic Overview:
Conflict and Tension: The interwar years 1918-1939
Units 2 and 3

Germany: Democracy and Dictatorship 1890-1945
Unit 1 – Weimar Germany

GCSE Links: Germany 1890-1945
Conflict and tension 1918-1939

Topic Overview:
Germany: Democracy and Dictatorship 1890-1945

Unit 2- Germany and the Depression
Unit 3 –Experience of Germans under the Nazis

NC links:

GCSE Links: Germany 1890-1945
Conflict and tension 1918-1939

Revision Revision

Achievement Cycle Overview: History KS4 2020-2022



10

Topic Overview:
Review of Medieval and Renaissance medicine.
Modern health.

NC links:

GCSE Links: AQA health and the people

Topic Overview:
Germany Unit 1&2

NC links:

GCSE Links: AQA Germany

Topic Overview:
Germany Unit 3
Conflict and Tension 1945-72 Unit 1

NC links:

GCSE Links: AQA Germany
AQA Conflict and Tension

Topic Overview:
Conflict and tension- Cold War
Unit 2 Development of the Cold War
Unit 3 Transformation of the Cold War

NC links:

GCSE Links: AQA Conflict and Tension

11
2022

Topic overview:
Elizabethan England-
Unit 1- Court and Parliament
Unit 2- Life in Elizabethan times

GCSE links- Elizabethan England

A-Level links- Early Tudors

Topic Overview:
Elizabethan England-
Unit 3 – Trouble at home and abroad
Unit 4- Site study

GCSE links- AQA Elizabethan England

A-Level links- Early Tudors

Thematic revision GCSE exams- Thematic revision

Y11 
2021

Topic Overview: Germany 1890-1945
- Germany recap of Year 10 teaching
- The police state
- Hitler's hate list and the final solution
- Resistance and opposition

NC links:

GCSE Links: Germany 1890-1945

Topic Overview: Conflict and Tension 1945-72
- Origins of the cold war to 1945
- Development of the Cold War to 1961

NC links:

GCSE Links: Conflict and Tension between East and 
West 1945-72

Topic Overview: Conflict and Tension 1945-72
- Cuba's role in the Cold War
- Nationalism in the east 1960s
- Detente

NC links:

GCSE Links: Conflict and Tension between East 
and West 1945-72

GCSE Exams- Thematic revision

Legacy Cycle
Achievement Cycle Overview: History KS4 2020-2021


